
College and Career Planning for 
10th Grade Students & Parents

College selection is a family 
activity, please sit together! 



College Quiz

Go through the slides, and do your 
best with each question.  

Ready?



What do the following institutions 
have in common?

■ Ferris State University
■ Oakland University
■ Cleary College
■ Baker College
■ The Art Institute of Michigan
■ The University of Michigan-Flint
■ DePaul University
■ Tiffin University
■ Columbia College



They are all schools that do not use 
SAT or ACT scores for admitting 

substantial numbers of students into 
bachelor degree programs.

(Some may use it for placement purposes or if GPA is lower than an 
ordinary admit)

See the full list at www.fairtest.org



Berea College (Kentucky)
College of the Ozarks (Montana)

Cooper Union (New York)
Curtis Institute of Music (Pennsylvania)



These schools are absolutely free 
to all students who apply & are 

accepted.



Hope College
Hillsdale College

Kalamazoo College
College of Wooster (Ohio)
Denison University (Ohio)
Wheaton College (Illinois)



These are some of the 
colleges featured in 

Colleges That Change Lives, 
a book featuring colleges 

that excel in making college 
the perfect mix of support 

and growth for all students.  



Review of Ninth Grade College 
Planning

■ Main Goal: Strong Academics
■ Be a good student
■ Engage in learning outside of the 

classroom
■ Learn about the world around you



What is “College?”

■ Hartland High School uses the term “college” 
to refer to the attainment of valuable 
post-secondary credentials beyond a high 
school diploma.  
■ 4 year college/university
■ 2 year community college/trade school
■ Apprenticeships
■ Anything that leads to the credentialing needed for 

employment



10th grade
Main Goal: Familiarize yourself with 

the different types of colleges

■ Communication
■ Characteristics of Colleges
■ Gas Tank Tours
■ Post Secondary Education Fairs
■ Basics of Testing (PSAT, SAT, AP)

■ Basics of AP
■ Basics of Financial Aid
■ Gain Experiences for Scholarships



Top Influences for a Student
In regards to choosing a college (from SVSU)

Sophomore Junior Senior
Parents 60% 75% 78%
HS Counselor 30% 31% 40%
HS Teacher 16% 19% 17%
Relative 5% 12% 11%
Friend 4% 10% 10%
Friend of Parent 3% 6% 7%
No One 15% 8% 5%



Parent/Teen Communication

■ College selection is a family activity
■ Get in the habit of discussing plans after 

high school
■ Discuss the budget



Parent/Teen Communication

■ 20 minutes per week, designated ahead of 
time
■ What sorts of careers are interesting to you?
■ What sorts of majors in college allow you to access 

those careers?
■ What internships/job shadowing experiences should 

we look for?
■ What characteristics are you looking for in a 

college?
■ What ways are we planning on funding college?



Career Planning

■ Learn about careers
■ Xello: free 
■ HHS Career & College 

Planning Course



School Characteristics to Consider 

■ Geographic Location 
■ Rural, Urban, Nearby, Far away

■ Size of Enrollment
■ Public vs. Private

■ Religious vs. Non-Denominational
■ Degree’s/Programs Offered
■ Cost, opportunities for financial aid and scholarships
■ Extracurricular Activities/Sports (NCAA)
■ Types of Housing
■ Admissions Criteria



Exploring College Options

(short video)



Where do I begin?

■ Take a gas tank tour
■ Kalamazoo College/Western Michigan 

University
■ Grand Valley State University/Aquinas College
■ Michigan State University/Olivet College
■ University of Michigan Ann Arbor/Eastern 

Michigan University
■ Central Michigan University/Alma College



■ Many schools or programs in one place
■ Throughout the school year
■ Metro Detroit College Fair

■ Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi
■ April 27, 2020 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
■ Tip: Print out name and address stickers in advance and 

take with you or register online ahead of time if available

Attend College or Trade Fairs



Michigan Construction Career Days
Operating Engineers 324, Howell

May 7, 2020

Detroit Carpentry Apprenticeship 
School Career Fair

April 22, 2020



■ Visit reputable college search websites
■ www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
■ www.nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator
■ www.petersons.com

■ Visit college’s websites
■ Begin to list and compare college characteristics 

of schools that you like
■ Consult current students and alumni
■ If you have a career in mind, talk to people in 

that field
■ Meet with college representatives when they 

come to Hartland High School
■ VISIT!  VISIT!  VISIT!



What are Colleges Looking For?

■ GPA : Sometimes recalculated
■ Test Scores: Sometimes super-scored

■  SAT/ACT for universities
■  WorkKeys for Trades

■ College preparatory curriculum through senior year!
■ Leadership ability
■ Soft Skills (communication skills, punctual, 

independent, self-motivated, responsible, team-player, 
time-management, flexibility, positive attitude and a 
desire to learn.)

■ Something unique to add to their campus



Transcripts

Senior College 
Application Transcript



Transcripts

Graduation 
Transcript



Standardized Testing

■ PSAT
■ 8/9/10: Part of the school day, 

■ No registration needed, free
■ 11: Optional, Wed or Saturday in October

■ Must pre-register, has a fee
■ Only way to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship 

Program
■ MME: SAT/Work Keys/M-Step - April of 11th grade

■ Graduation Requirement, free
■ SAT: Registration handled in school but retakes require 

registration online at www.collegeboard.com
■ ACT: Optional, requires registration at www.act.org, fee
■ AP: Optional, (May) taken in conjunction with AP courses, fee  



Standardized Tests
                   (short video)



SAT Exam

■ 400-800 point scale
■ Scores for the essay reported 

seperately
■ Credit for correct answers 

only, no deduction for 
incorrect

■ Extensive score reports for 
students

■ Free test prep offered through 
Khan Academy

■ Variety of subscores for each 
section



ACT Exam

■ Subjects covered: English, Math, 
Reading, Science

■ Optional Section: Writing 
■ Highest Score: 36
■ Register at www.actstudent.org



ACT/SAT: How To Do Well

● Does short-term test prep have an impact on SAT/ACT performance?
Short-term prep has value if not relied upon too heavily.  A practice 
test is important, and you can consider PSAT a practice test.  

● What’s absolutely crucial to doing well? 
A good night’s sleep and breakfast are important.

● What’s the best overall preparation? 
What happens in the classroom every day.  If you want to increase 
your scores, increase the rigor of your classes!

● What about the essay?
○ It’s all about organization. 
○ Respond to the prompt
○ Don’t worry about grammar/spelling as much as how you present 

your argument



Standardized Testing 
Considerations

■ Do college require the optional writing sections?
■ Yes and No: About 15% of colleges require the essay, and 

most others “recommend” … you can check our website to see 
who does require

■ There is an additional cost for the written exams
■ ACT $50.00 vs $67.00 with essay
■ SAT free in April through school, $49.50 vs $64.50 with essay

■ Should I guess?
■ Yes - you are only scored on correct answers



ACT/SAT Retakes?

● Should I take the test more than once? YES
○ 55% go up by at least a point
○ 25% stay the same
○ 20% go down
○ Even if you’re happy with your scores it could make a 

difference for a scholarship!

● When can I take another test? 
○ Both companies offer tests multiple times (on Saturdays) 

throughout the year



High School Course Selection

■ Are the classes you are choosing for next fall going to 
help you foster academic skills?

■ The courses you take in high school show colleges what 
kind of goals you set for yourself. 

■ Are you signing up for advanced classes, honors 
sections, or accelerated sequences? Are you choosing 
electives that really stretch your mind and help you 
develop new abilities? Or are you doing just enough to 
get by?



Making the Most of High School Classes
(short video)



Livingston Career and Technical 
Education Course Offerings

■ Agriscience/Botany/Zoology
■ Automotive Technology
■ Aviation (Ground School)
■ Business and Marketing
■ Computer Network Engineering
■ Computer Programming
■ Construction
■ Cosmetology
■ Culinary Arts
■ Early Childhood Education

■ Emergency Medical Technician
■ Energy (Lineman program)
■ Computer Aided Design
■ Fashion Design
■ Finance
■ Firefighter
■ Graphic Communications
■ Health Occupations
■ Manufacturing
■ Robotics/Mechatronics



AP/Dual Enrollment

■ Opportunity to earn college credit while in high school
■ Opportunity to experience a college level course before 

starting a full load of university classes
■ A 2008 study found that AP students had better 

four-year college graduation rates than those who did 
not take AP. For example, graduation rates for AP 
English Literature students were 62 percent higher than 
graduation rates for those who took other English 
courses in high school.



Advanced Placement: The Basics

■ AP® courses are college-level courses offered in high school

■ Courses reflect what is taught in top introductory college 
courses

■ Students take AP Exams at the end of the course, measuring 
their mastery of college-level work

■ A score of 3 or higher on an AP exam can typically earn 
students college credit and/or placement into advanced 
courses in college



Hartland High School AP Courses

■ English: English Language and Composition, English Literature and 
Composition

■ History and Social Sciences: European History, Psychology, 
United States Government and Politics, Comparative Government 
and Politics, United States History

■ Mathematics and Computer Science: Calculus AB, Calculus BC, 
Statistics

■ Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Physics C: Mechanics

■ World languages: Spanish Language 

■ Electives: Computer Science Principles, Computer Science Age



AP: The Benefits

■ Students learn rigorous college-level content and skills

■ Taking AP is valued in the college admission process

■ AP courses are interesting and rewarding academic 
experiences

■ Opportunity to earn valuable credit and placement in college

■ 85% of selective colleges and universities report that a 
student’s AP experience favorably impacts admission 
decisions*



AP Exams

AP Exams are administered by schools worldwide on set dates in 
May each year. 

•Exams are typically 2–3 hours and include:

• Multiple-choice questions

• Free-response items such as essays, problem solving, 
document-based questions and oral response

•The exam fee for 2020 is $102 per exam.



Credit & Placement Opportunities
Each college and university has its own policies regarding AP® credit and 
placement. The College Board offers information about AP credit at thousands 
of college and universities at www.collegeboard.org/apcreditpolicy.

• Search by school name or 
alphabetically

• Data for each school includes a direct 
link to that school’s Web page 
detailing AP credit and placement 
policies

• A statement from the college or 
university about its AP policy



Dual Enrollment Opportunities
■ Traditional Dual Enrollment

■ DEEP University of Michigan Flint (Seniors only)
■ https://www.umflint.edu/k12/livingston-county-schools

■ Business/Econ (12 credits)
■ Pre-Engineering (13 credits)
■ Medical Science (13 credits)
■ General Studies (12 credits)

■ Livingston Early College (5 year high school programs)
■ http://lcearlycollege.org

■ Automotive
■ Construction
■ Cyber Security
■ Data Analytics
■ LPN
■ Machine Tool
■ Mechatronics/Robotics
■ Welding



Rigorous Coursework
(short video)



Financial Aid Basics

■ Federal Aid (FAFSA) Now based on Prior Prior School year! (This 
year!)
■ EFC (Estimated Family Contribution)
■ Loans

■ Subsidized
■ Unsubsidized
■ Parent 

■ Grants
■ Work-Study
■ FAFSA4caster: www.fafsa.gov

■ Private Aid
■ Private Scholarships www.hartlandhighschool.us click on Counseling, 

Click on Financial Aid and Scholarships
■ Merit Scholarships
■ Private Loans



Other Ways to Reduce College 
Expenses

■ Pay attention to costs as well as earning potential when 
choosing which college to attend

■ Consider community colleges
■ Rent textbooks instead of buy them
■ Students can start working now to save money  
■ Graduate college in 4 years
■ Take and study hard in AP classes during high school
■ Use your summers wisely (work, take a classes at a 

community college)



Scholarship Search Sites

■ HHS Counseling Website  www.hartlandschools.us/counseling
■ Fastweb www.fastweb.com

A free search tool where you can create a individualized profile 
and it matches you to potential scholarships you may qualify for.

■ College Board https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
A search tool designed much like their college search tool.

■ Finaid.org  www.finaid.org
It's considered the best, since it searches for scholarships for you, 
then e-mails you to let you know!

■ MeritAid  www.meritaid.com
A good secondary site that lists colleges that offers money for 
merit.



Scholarships

■ Take out the list made last year
■ Look through and make a list of the experiences needed 

to qualify for the scholarships.
■ Community service
■ Leadership Positions
■ Etc.

■ Start doing!



Junior year:

■ College research continues
■ Review of testing (ACT/SAT/AP)
■ College visits (or second visits)
■ How do I apply? The types of applications and 

the application process.
■ Letters of recommendation, college essays & 

Interviews
■ I’m ready! When can I apply? 

■ Summer before senior year



Questions?


